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You have been given 15 minutes to read the paper. You must complete the paper in two hours.

PART I:


1. COMPOSITION:

Write a Composition of reasonable length (about 350 to 400 words) on one of the following. Keep your work neat and legible! 

(Do not spend more than 35 minutes on this question)

a. It is better to be born rich than to be born talented. Give your views either FOR or AGAINST the statement.
b. One of your parents has influenced you considerably.  Elaborate.

c. You have been on a plane journey recently. While going through a cloud, the plane developed engine trouble. Describe what took place in the plane and how you were saved. 


2. LETTER: 
Write a letter in about 150 to 175 words. Make sure your letter has the correct format and details. Select one of the following. 

(Do not spend more than 20 minutes on this question) 

a. What if your favourite TV show had just been cancelled? Write a persuasive letter to the President of the TV Channel to bring back the show. Use facts and opinions to make your point. Organise your letter.

OR

b. You believe that a snake makes a perfect class pet. How will you persuade your class-mates and your teacher. What evidence can you present to prove your point. Address your letter to the teacher.

3.  COMPREHENSION

About the Author:

Black Boy is the autobiography of Richard Wright. It is the story of his own childhood in the Deep South of the USA, in the early years of this century. His family was extremely poor.

I

Hunger stole upon me so slowly that at first I was not aware of what hunger really meant

Hunger had always been more or less at my elbow when I played, but now I began to wake up at night to find hunger standings at my bedside, staring at me gauntly. The hunger I had  known before this had been no grim hostile stranger; it had been a normal hunger that had made me beg constantly for bread, and when I ate a crust or two I was satisfied. But this new hunger baffled me, scared me, made me angry and insistent. Whenever I begged for food now my mother would pour me a cup of tea, which would still the clamour in my stomach, for a moment or two; but a little later I would feel hunger nudging my ribs, twisting my empty guts until they ached. I would grow dizzy and my vision would dim. I became less active in my play, and for the first time in my life I had to pause and think of what was happening to me.

‘I’m hungry!’ I said to my mother.

She was ironing and she paused and looked at me with tears in her eyes.

‘Where’s your father?’ she asked me.

‘I don’t know ‘, I said.

‘Who brings food into the house?’

‘Papa’, I said. ‘He always brought food.’

‘Well your father isn’t here now,’ she said.

‘Where is he?’

I don’t know,’ she said.

‘But I’m hungry,’ I whimpered, stomping my feet.

‘You’ll have to wait until I get a job and buy food,’ she said.



My mother finally went to work as a cook and left my brother and me alone in the flat each day with a loaf of bread and a pot of tea. When she returned in the evening she would be tired and dispirited and would cry a lot. Sometimes, when she was in despair, she would call us to her and talk to us for hours, telling us that we now had no father, that our lives would be different from those of other children, that we must learn to take care of ourselves, to dress ourselves, to prepare our own food; that we must take upon ourselves the responsibility of the flat while she worked. 

Half frightened, we would promise solemnly. We did not understand what had happened between our father and our mother and the most that these long talks did was to make us feel a vague dread. Whenever we asked why father had left, she would reply that we were too young to know.

One evening my mother told me that thereafter I would have to do the shopping for the food She took me to a corner store to show me the way. I was proud. I felt like a grown up. The next afternoon I looped the basket over my arm and went down the pavement toward the store. When I reached the corner, a gang of boys grabbed me, knocked me down, snatched the basket, took the money and sent me running home in panic. That evening I told my mother what had happened but she made no comment; she sat down at once, wrote another note, gave me more money, and sent me out to the grocery again. I crept down the steps and saw the same gang of boys playing down the street. I ran back into the house. 

‘Don’t you come in here’, my mother warned me.’ 

A. Read the passage and answer the following questions:

Write convincing answers. Use appropriate vocabulary and expressions.

a. About how old is Richard when these events take place? How can you tell?

b. Was this the first time he had been hungry?

c. Why does his mother send him out again with the money?

d. Why did Richard’s mother make no comment when she heard what had happened to the shopping money?

e. What different effects does hunger have upon Richard? Answer in words given in the passage.

f. Copy out a sentence or a part of a sentence to show that Richard’s mother does not really know what to do to help her children.

g. Give a title to the story.

B.  What do you think will happen next? (4 to 5 sentences)

C.  Explain the following phrases keeping in mind the meaning of the passage:

	a. hunger ……at my elbow
	 b. ..still the clamour in my stomach

	c.    a vague dread…
	d. …twisting my empty guts….


4.  VOCABULARY 


Choose one word for each space. Do not copy the passage. Write your answers with the correct number of the blank.

Read the passage and check that each word you have written down makes good sense.

They surrounded me quickly and began to  ______1_______ for my hand. “I’ll kill you!!” I threatened. They closed in. In blind  _____2____ I let the stick fly, feeling it crack against a boy’s skull. I swung again, lamming another skull, then another. Realizing they would ____3_____ if I let up for but a second, I fought to lay them low, to knock them ___4______, to kill them so that they could not  ____5_____ back at me. I flayed with tears in my eyes, teeth clenched, stark fear making me throw every ounce of my ___6_____ behind each blow. I hit again and ___7___, dropping the money and the grocery list. The boys scattered yelling ____8____ at me in utter disbelief. They had never seen such ____9______. I stood panting, taunting them to come and fight. When they refused, I ran after them screaming. Their parents rushed into the streets, and for the first time in my life I shouted at grown-ups, telling them I would give them the same if they  ___10____ me.

PART II             


GRAMMAR

1. Do as directed. Do not change the meaning of the sentence. Only write the answers – don’t waste time copying the sentences.

1. Prema is not the cleverest girl in class. (Begin: Some …)

2. We did not have a good time at the theater because it was too hot.    (Begin: If …..)

3. Of what use is this dress to you? (End with: ….. you.)

4. She is terrified at the thought of being blackmailed. (Use  “terrifies”)

5. Put your books away, people may fall over them. (Use “Lest / In case”).

6. Although she was too young they appointed her the manager. (Begin:  Inspite)

7. Nobody will deny that she is honest. (Begin: Everyone)

8. He is very sincere and careful about his work. (Begin: Not only ….  but ….)

2. Convert the conversation to Indirect Speech. Do NOT copy the passage.

‘I’m hungry!’ I said to my mother. She was ironing and she paused and looked at me with tears in her eyes.

‘Where’s your father?’ she asked me.

‘I don’t know ‘, I said.

‘Who brings food into the house?’

‘Papa’, I said. ‘He always brought food.’

‘Well your father isn’t here now,’ she said.

‘Where is he?’

I don’t know,’ she said.

‘But I’m hungry,’ I whimpered, stomping my feet.

‘You’ll have to wait until I get a job and buy food,’ she said.
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